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BOYS' FRIEND WEEKLY wi th Rookwood stor i es £1.50 each, 
or witho ut Rookwood, £1. 

Pre - war THOMSON' S ANNUALS, Hotspur, Wizard, 
Adventure, Rover. Lots of t hese and Boys' 
some bound, all years, post and pre-war . 

Ski pper, 
Papers, 

HOWARD BAKER FACSIMILIES AND BOOK CLUB SPECIALS: in 
f uture £1 only will be charg ed f or postage. Any 
amount . (NOT s econd-h and or oth er it ems.) All H. 
Baker i tems ava il able at usua l pr ices , includi ng Book 
Cl ub Specials. 

Your spec ifi c wants appreciated ; with my s t ock it 
i s not poss i ble to l ist. Sorry! 

Sui table col l ections purchas ed . Visitors very welcome 
to see "Al add i n's Cave!". Ple ase let me know fi rst. 

N O R M A N S H A W 

84 Belv ede re Road 
London S.E.19 2HZ 

Tel ephon e 01-771-9857 
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THE TOLL OF TIME 
Last. month we reported the loss of three of o ur stalwart 

r ea ders. As the months go by I seem to be recording the passing 

of so many who have be en in ou r movement since the beginning . 

I suppose it is part of the patter n of growing old . 
The sudde n de ath of Syd Smyth has been a great loss to our 

little coterie of readers in far - off Australia, and we send our 

deepest sympathy to those of our friends who were closest to him . 

I , personally, feel h.is loss very keenly , for he and I had 

been cor respond i ng for such a great number o( years . Syd was 

an avid Hamiltonian, a nd his letters , which gave surpris i ngly 

f ew details of the man himself, were packed \\'ith his memories 

of the Magnet and Gem. 
His last letter to me was writt en over Christ mas . Syd had 

alway s had his C. D. Annuals sent to him by air mail so thal he 

had it in time for Chr istmas reading . This year, by some mis 

cha nce , Syd had omitted to orde r his Annual. I had an urgenL 
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letter from hi m at the end o( November, telling me of his slip 
up. He hoped desperately that he was not too late to bag a copy , 
but he sent his order alo ng wi t h no ment i on of air mail. I repl ied 
to him that I had been ab l e to send him a copy , and added : "I 
tak e it that you did not want i L by air mail th is year". (What 
I d i d not ment io n was that I ha d already sent it by air .) 

He repl ie d immedia tel y "Ac tua lly I DID want it by air, but 
it ca n' t be helped. I forgot all about the post i ng \,h e n I wrote 
off to you in such a rus h" . 

I a m t hankfu l now that I sent it by air, for it mea nt that 
he had it in time fo r his last Christmas. 

In his last let ter Lo me, written ov e r Chr i stmas, he wro te 
as follows: 

"Well, I 've had my most happ y Christmas present, and if grati 
tude and pJ easure on your readers' faces is enough reward for 
the great labour of produc i ng the dear old Annual, yo u' 11 have 
an abundance of them. I knew I ' d receive it on Christ mas Eve 
as usual. What can I say? 

"The Annual? It 's hard to judge one year ag,ainst anot her, 
but this one i s well up to the top . The i llustration s are marvel
lous and the reading of enormou s va r i et y . (I'm on ly half way 
through, as yet.) It's stra nge - I ' ve only read a handful of 
schoolgi rls' s tories (in cluding 4 of G. H. 's School Fr ie nd) yet 
I f ind re adin g arti cle s about them mosL enjoya bl e. It makes one 
want to sample a few , more espe cially Ransome an d \~hewa y , but , 
of co urse , i mpossible to get now. Sti ll, if I were re ad in g th e m 
I should not be reading C. H. so there j s the co mpen sation-de
luxe . '' 

As 1 s aid earl i er , how deepl y th a nk ful I am now that I was 
moved to send Sy d his Annual by air, so that he ha d it wi th him 
to bri ghten his la st Christm as . 

POSTERITY AND BUNTER 
Post e rity for Charles Hamilton may not have been completely 

helped by Bill y Bun te r. I me ntion e d Fra nk Ric har ds to a neighbour 
the ot her day . " Ah!" sa i d the neighbour. "You mean the Billy 
Bunte r ma n." 

It is ri ght , of course , Lha l Hamil ton sh ould be e ver reme m
be red and rev e r ed for his creatio n of Billy Bunter, but , much 
more impor ta nt in my vi ew, is t hat he should be revered as t he 
world's greatest wr i ter of school stories. 
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In a review which we carry this month, a critic looks at 
a new book on fictional school life "From Brown to Bun Ler"; Our 
reviewer -decides t hat the author of the hook writes slig ht ing ly 
of the Gem and Magnet as "bloods". There is , of course, a l ittle 
bit of snobbery there . Maybe th e author t hinks it i ncredible 
th at. a writer of worLh should co ntribuLe his best work Lo weekly 
pap ers - even though the mediu m had the love of t he juvenile an d 
adult public for more than 30 years . He is much more respect ful 
when discu ssing "Tom Brown " and " Eric ". 

My personal view is that "Tom Brown" was rather- a drear y 
affair and that Hamilton wrote scores of school stories of far 
higher merit . I think that "Eric" is a good story despite its 
overdone sentimental i.ty, but I am certain that Hamilt on wrote 
plenty superior stor ies . I love Reed's stories, and those o f 
Wodehouse, and I think that Coke's "Bending of a Twi g" is the 
most true to life of any story I know. But Hamilt on, i n his time, 
equalled or surpassed them. 

And hi s adventure stories , in my view, out-Henty Hen ty and 
ou t-Ballantyne Ballantyne on a great many occasions . 

And, goJ.ng back to Bunter, some of the masterpieces of Lhe 
world' s greatest school story writer did not feature Bunter at 
al]. For i nsta nce, the bl ue Gem ts renowned for truly great sc hoo l 
novels - and Bunter didn't appear i n them did he? 

'J'HE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE PRINCESS SNOWEE' S CORNER 

I don ' t like this cold , snawy weather we ar e having al t .he ll'Ol11ent of putting 
paw to paper. Of course, I've got the radiators t o lie across , and my man l eaves 
my litter tray in the hall all day as well as a ll night . It ' s a rare jo b for 
me t o get out in it all . We had about 6 inches of snow one night - and it lingered 
on - and , after all , I don ' t r ecko n my leg s are 6 in ch es long . One time I went.. 
off my food a,nd was sic .!< a few times . My man was a b i t wor ried , but I 'm not sure 
whether he was concen1ed for me or for his carpet. He says to me: "If you ' re 
not better tomorrow, my girl, I ' m calling i n the vet ". However , l ' m bet t er again 
now. 

I went out in it all one night . My man stood at the. fro nt door ca 1l i.ng 
"Snowee! ! Snowee ! ! ! " And some.one pass in g in the road outside t;a.llea ou t "You' re 
telling us ! " . 

* * * * * 
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MARCH 1936 
I of ten go shopping for Mum. There are plenty of grocer ' s 

shops in the town, which Mum says is a good thing, for the competi

tion keeps the prices down . 1 always go to the Maypole for butter 

(1/- a pound) as I l ove to watch the men chopping off a chunk 

of buL ter from a large lump and the n smacki ng it into shape 1vi Lh 

their Lhings called platters . I wouldn ' t mind being a bulter 

smack er when I grow up . 
The World ' s st ores i s the cheapest, an d I go there [or dried 

f rui L. I gel eggs and bacon at David Greig ' s, a nd sugar from 

the Home & Colonial . Tea from Lipton ' s, and the rest from the 

Co-op where they give you a divvy (1/6 in the pound at present) . 

The tip-top series about the Scallway of Ke n King ' s ketch 

has continued 811 monl h i n th e Modern Boy . l think it is the 

best King of the Islands seri es so far . Opening tale of the monlh 

j s "Sea] lywag' s Luck' ' . Danny , the cooky -b oy , is sman , hut Paget, 

the Scallywag in irons o n Ken' s s hip , tricks Danny lnto setting 

him free . 
Next tale is "Dand y Peter ' s Cutt er". Under ful 1 sail , Ken 

of the Islands give chase to the runaway sea 11 yway who has joined 

the vi ll a i n Dandy Pete r. Then ca me "Beachcomber of Uvuka" . The 

scallywag, Ray Paget , 1s1ould do any t hin g for money, and it:. was 

Dandy Peter's money Lhat made him tack] e King of the Ts lands . 

Flnal of the month is "Ken King's Man-Hunt" . Dandy Peter's cutter 
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has vanished - lost in the boundless Pacific . The King of t l1e 
Is lands is determined to fi nd it , and sett le his sco r es wit h 
t he man who has caTried of f Ray Paget. The series c ont i nue s . 

Ca ptain Justi ce is also back i n Moder n Boy. The new series 
i n t roduc es a giant col ussus from the sea , whic h is the L i.tle 
of the openi ng ta l e . Th is colossus , dwarfing al l r oun d abo ut 
it , stamps r ough-shod ov er the isla nd he a dqu arters o f Capc:ai n 
J ust ice . Seco nd tale is "Ocea n- Bed Robot" . Ships vanish without 
tra ce , and Captain Jus tice has vowe d t ha t he will run th e Monster 
down. 

This month' s last JusLLce ta1e i s "Th e Robot ' s Twin" . The 
world see ms too small to hold even one of these Monste rs , and 
Lhe n a seco nd comes on t he scene . The series co nt i nues . 

An<l i n rea] 1 ife anot her Monster of the Seas has Lake n ller 
pl ace - the giant new Cunar d Li ner the "Quee n Mary " . This mont h 
she has left the Clyde on he r [ i rst voyage . A million people 
lined the ba nks of t be Cl yde to 1vatc:h her s ail awa y . And it 
is expecte d t hat this g iant li ner wil l bri ng back th e speed Bl ue 
Riba nd of t he Seas to Brita i n. 

A prel ty goo d month, as usual , in the 4d Li br ar ies . l n 
the Schoolboys ' Own Library t he Greyfri ar s offering i.s "The Boy 
Without a Name" . When Harr y Wharton & Co . first met Tat ters 
he was a poor little tinker ' s boy witho ut a pro per na me. \\!hen 
next t hey ca me across h i m he 1vas Art.h ur Cec i l Cholmondeley of 
Greyfria r s , hei r to a knig h thood a nd a rort une . A greaL yarn 
t hat hold s t he i n terest r ig ht t hr ough . 

The seco nd S .O. L. is a n e xcep t ionally goo d St. Jim ' s tale 
en ti.tled "Baggy Tr i mbl e ' s Refor m". It is th e first time T have 
re ally e njoyed a Trimb 1 e La 1 e . Tr·imb] e beco mes "GOOD" - un truth 
fu l Trimble beco mes Lrut hf ul Trimble - and the c hums find h i s 
truth fu l ness most painful . A tip-top yarn . 

Tn the B. F . L. Jo hn Bre don co ntrib u tes a top i ca l ta l e , "The 
Gr ea t Disaste r". It tells of Britai n in barbari srn ln the dista n t. 
year or 2000 , with two Grea t Dict a t ors striv in g Lo master Lhe 
l and. 

The r e is again no Pierre Quiroule story i n Lhe Sexton Bl ake 
Librar y . I boug ht one of t he new fou r , entitled "The Victim 
of t he. Girl Spy ", a stor y of de te e ti ve a<l ventu r e in Engl and and 
France. It is by Maurice B. Dix, who i s an unkn own writer Lo 
me , t hou gh the story i s fairis h. 

A good mon th a t lh e local fl icker palaces , whi ch is what 
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rny brother , Doug, vulgarly calls th e cinemas . 

Sy J via Sid ney and Melvyn Douglas wer e in "Mary Burn s , 

Fugitiv e ", a good roma ntic ta l e a boul a girl 1,ho e s cap e s fro m 

prison and finds tr ue love . A good little thr ill er was Chester 

Morris in ''PursuiL" . A lovely little fil m had Ja net Gayno r a nd 

Henry Fonda in "The Farmer Takes a \vi [e " . A hundred years ago 

a wandering gi r l found safely and happiness with a dour farmer . 

Very pleasant litL l e roman t j c ta l e , thi s one . 

Very coy and se nt i ment a l was "Our Little Girl " st arr i ng 

Shirley Temple . A doc t or ' s liLtle daughter br ings he r pa r ents 

Loge th e r aga i n . With t his one there was a colo ur ed Mickey Mouse 

ca rto o n "Mickey ' s Garden ". A J3rj tish film 1-ras " First a Girl " 

sta rring Jessie Matthews . Nol bad at all . 

An unu s ual thr i.ll er was "Th e Murde r ~an " wi th Spen cer Tr acy 

hea dj ng an in ter· est:i ng cast . A reporter commits a murder a nd 

( rames someone else . My fa vourite of Lhe month is "Oi l for the 

Lamps of China'' starring Pat. 0 ' Brien . 
ln the Magnet , Lhe adventures of t he Greyfriars c hums i n 

So uth Amer lea have con Linued thr oug h the month . Jim Valentine 

has meL th em at Rio , and th ey get ca ugh t up , i n a brie f epi s ode , 

in a So u th Amer ican revolutio n . But Lhei r main peril i s fro m 

the vil l ainous O Lobo . The fi rst tale of th e month is "Shadowed 

i n South America 11
• The month ' s seco nd tale is "The Vengea nce 

o [ the Wolf ' '. 0 Lobo is lurking in the forests which s ur r ou nd 

Jjm Vale ntin e ' s home . 
The n carne "The Greyfriars Diamon d Di gg er s ' ', an unu s ual ti t l e . 

Jim Valentine ' s uncle has found djamo nds on his ranch in lhe -wjlds 

of Brazi l, and it is O Lobe ' s in t enlio n to kidnap one of Lhe chums 

a nd hold him to ransom i n exc han ge for Lhe diamo nds . The month 

ending wiLh the last storv of the series, "The Prisoner of Maca w 

rsla nd", wi th Bunter kidnapped and held to r ansom . I hav e enjoyed 

t hi s ser ies . 
In r eal life the trial has taken place of a Par see do c Loe 

named Buck Ruxton, who had a practice in Lancaste r . I n th e autumn 

of la st year the re maj ns of t.he bodies o f Lwo women were fo 1rnd 

i n a ravine near }1offaL in Scotland . Part of the remains was 

wra pped in a co py of Lhe Sunday Gr aphic - a s pecial edition put 

o ut for the peopl e of Lanca ster and Moreca mbe . Thal t urned t.he 

police attention to Lancaster , and t hey disco vered Lhat two women 

were missin g f rom Lha t Lown - a woman who cal led her self Mrs . 

Rux ton and her maid . Dr . Rux to n was c ha rged with murdering h is 



"wife" in a tempe r , a nd then murdering 
happened . At h i s tr i al t his month he 
se nt enced to death. 
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the maid who saw what 
was fou nd guilty and 

The first Gem of th e month contains "The Kidnapped l-1.ea d
master" i.n which Dr. Holme s i s kid napp e d and held to ransom for 
£500 - but t he kidnappers have rec koned without Tom Merry and 
h i s pals . 

The next tale "St . Jim ' s Misc hief-Maker No. l!" was rather 
an unu s ua l tale. Lev ison ' s f ather is ruined , so the boy has 
to leave St. Jim's. A new boot boy arrives in the person of Henr y 
Hig gi-ns, and then all sorts of th i ngs start ha p pe ning to Tom 
Merr y & Co. Higgins is Levison in disg uise , but i n the e nd, 
Mr . Le vi son ' s affairs right themselves so Levison comes ba ck 
to his old pla ce :in t he Fou rth . Next came "Rivals on the Treasure 
Trail". A strange do c ument turns up supposed to show the ,vay 
to a vast sta c k of gold and sll ver hi dden on Wayland Moor. Tom 
Merry & Co. search f or it , and t heir ri val i n Lhe search is Knox 
of the Sixt h . Fi nal o f the month is "Tom Merry ' s Gre at J ape" . 
Mr. Lat ham is a great geologist , a nd hi s boys i n the Pourth have 
t o ta ke up geolog y - till Tom Merry takes a hand . 

The ne w Rookwood series i n the Gem has conti nued a ll month , 
starti ng off wit h "Ma nders Put s llis Foot In It" . Then "Sa ving 
Lovell' s Bacon " foll owed by "Morny on the Warp at h" a nd 1, i nd ing 
up with "The Captive Sc hoolmaster " , It is Mr. Manders who is 
kidnapped, h is ki dna ppe r is Slog Poggers who wants £50. 

What a mass of ki dna ppi ng there ha s been in the merr y month 
of Marc h 1936 '. 

NOTES ON TIIIS MONTH Is "DANNY Is DIA RY'' 

S.O . L . No, 263 "The Boy Without a Name" compr i sea the fi r s t three stor i es 
of th e Magnet ' s "Tat te rs - Chumle y for Short " seri e s whi ch COl'.lll'T1enced a t the start 
of the year 1931 . 

s .o.L. No. 264 "Baggy Tr imbl e ' s Re fo rm" comprised a br illi an t pa i r o f Gems 
in which Trimble bec ame "Tood Good for St . Jim ' s " . Smug and self - ri ght eous , 
he succeeded in stirring up much trouble with his do -gooding . I t was f ar and 
away the best - ever Tr imble series , maki ng his cr ea t io n almost worth whi le . The 
effect was sl i ghtly s.i;x:iiled in th is S ,0,L. by a third Trimble story , from l a t er 
in the Gem ( 1927) bein g pl ac ed to open the S.O . L . and fill - up space . Hamilto n 
repeated the "rig h teo us Trimb l e" th .eme la ter on i n the Magne t, wit h Bunter refonn 
i ng. The Magnet vers i on was less successfu l , maybe because Trimb le was always 
a littl e more oily and less ing enuous than Bunte r . 
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"The Kidnapped Headmaster" of the Gem o f 1936 had been "Held to Ran.son " in 

la te 19J l . This was from a much earlier period th an tho se ge nerally appearing , 

clnd it: was due to the (act that I p::>inted out .it s anission to Fditor D:rwn and 

he wen t back and picked .1 t up . 

"St . J'im ' s Misch i e.f-Ma.ker No . 1" had be en "The Schemer " in t he l a te Spring 

of 1913 . "Rivals on the Trea su re Trail" had been "Hidden Treasure at St . Jim ' s 

(a substitute story) in the Spring of 1913 . "Tom Merry ' s Great Jape" had been 

"At The El eventh Hour" i n the au t u11U1 of 1913 . The 1913 title had been a curiously 

melodramatic one for what was r athe r forced canedy throughout . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

'·". 
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'TECS AND TECHNOLOGY By J . E. '1. 

For today ' s wrilcr or det ective fi ctio n the deerstalker image 

is very cte(jnitely old hat. The name of the game is now techno

logy an d t he modern cop - or c rook - without a compu ter i s l.ike 

a boxer with one arm. This foct may ha ve had something to do 

wi Lh the disappe arance uf Sex ton Blake . 

IL is true lhat Bl ake 1vas a l ways well up in the te c h11ology 

of h i.s t i me. WeJ l before the firsL World War hi s adventures had 

invo l ved Lhe car, Lhe aeroplane and the c inema (titles l i ke Se xton 

Blake Aeronature, The Great Motor Car Mystery and The Case of 

t.he Cinemato g raph Actor s peak for themselves) . Later came more 

ranciful Lechno l ogy . One of G. H. Teed ' s earliest yarns , T 

believe, even anticipated Lelevision, while Anthony Sken e ' s stor ie s 

i ntrod uced, a mong oLher things, deadJy secreL rays a nd X-Ray spect

acles ! AJ1 of which brings me to an jnteresting co111parison . 

That greaL original of the Baker St reet. brigc1de , the wearer 

of the deerstalker himself , was never a high tec hnology man. 

In spite of his discovery of a re - agenl fo r blood sLains , Sherlock 

Holmes s ee ms to have had little ti.me for science , apart from the 

purely mental science of de du ction . Cont emporary technology was 
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nowhere. Conan Doyle was writing Holmes stories well into the 
1920s, yet you will find no mention of the aeroplane, the radio 
or even, I think, the motor car , and certainly not the cinema . 

Perhaps the nearest the Holmes saga got to technology was 
in the story of The Bruce-Partington Plans (1908) about the design 
of a new submarine . However, we learn noth i.ng about the craft 
itself, as we certainly would in any modern spy or detecL i ve 
tale. The plans might as well have been a new recipe for c ook ing 
fish . In fact they represented what film-maker Alfred Hitchcock 
has called the "McGuffin" - simply a device to hand t he story 
on . 

If we turn to the present-day, crime fiction can be roughly 
div ided i nto three groups : l. The police procedural, as it is 
called, which features not just a hero-cop, but, inevitably, 
the whole police organisation itself . 2 . The spy story. 
3 . Sex - and - violence (this last catego ry we can ignore). The 
first two are of interest because, i n this Lype of story, organi 
sation is now taking over the individual and, i ne vitably , employs 
a lot of advanced technology - computers, electron ics (as in bug
gin g), atomic science and so on . Such fir:tion is obv iously t he 
product of our age and probably started with Len Deighton's famous 
thriller, The Ipcress File, twent y- odd years ago . 

All this is very far .from the world of Sherlock Holmes and 
was to prove too much even for Sexton Blake. If Blake's post 
war ' New Look i had con t_i nued i n to t he Age of High Te ch, he and 
his organisation would have become i ncreasi ngly the servants 
of comp uter s, word pro cessors , visual di sp l ay units and a] 1 the 
rest. Not quite the Blake image and he had the good sense Lo 
leave the crime scene before this ha ppened. The days of the 
i nd ivid ual super-sleuth were ove r . 

As we have seen , Holmes very sensibly ignored the gadgetry 
of his day and when we go back to his case-b oo k it is probably 
to escape our own increasingly mechanised world . Perhaps it 
is the same with Sexton Blake . Certainly when I myself return 
to the Blakian sag.a it is nol Bl ake 's encounters wit h secret 
rays, robots or i nvisib l e raen t ha L at tract me. My pleasure is 
in those good old-fashioned tales of t he human struggle bet\veen 
crime and justice, evil and good. 

Not that 1 don't enjoy the modern thrille r , gadgets and 
all, and I'm ev e n learning to live with and love science fiction . 
But when it comes to the pure detective story I prefer 
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Lrad . 't ee to high t ec h . !low do other Bl akians a nd cr i me -fan cie rs 

feel? 
(Th e Sexton Blake titl es quot ed ar e fro m th e Uni on Ja ck, 

Seco nd Ser ie s ) 

EDITORI AL ECHOES 

Fur t her to our "Word From the Skipper " or last month, Mr. 

W. T . Thurbon wriLes as foll ows : 

I was very inLerested i n your re fere nce Lo dete cti ve tales 

i n your e dit ori al in the Fe bru ary " Diges t" . 13y th e 1920' s I 

had read qui te a numbe r of det ecti ve sto rie s , among them t he 

bulk of detecU ves you menL io n as appearing in "Pa rtner s in 

Cri me": of t hese : 
Aust in Freeman ' s Dr . Thorndike ' s sto rie s were very goo d . 

They appe are d in magazines such as th e "Stra nd", "Winds or' ', 

"Pears on' s ", etc . 
Fr ee man o f te n u se d th e devi ce of makjng the first parL of 

the st o r y a crim e slo r y , an d chen in the second par t sh o1-1i ng 

how Thorn d ike sol ved the crim e fro m small clues ; most of the 

so luti ons wer e made by scientific met hod s . Fr ee man a lways wo rked 

his sci e ntif ic exper ime nts i n his la bor ato ry befo re writi ng t ht> 

sto r y to be s ure tha t his experim ents would reall y work . 

The re was more than one blind delect iv e , i.ncludi ng "Max 

Cara dos '', wriLLen by, I think, Ern es t Br amah . 

H. C. Bailey bega n by writin g historical stor-ics . I slill 

have a co p y or a very good "cl oak and Sword" story published 

in Nel so n ' s 2/- seri es whi c h I acq uir ed in Lhe 1920 ' s . Bailey 

had t wo series of detective stori es . I re gar ded his "Reggi e 

Fortun e " stories as being among Lhe be st of the pe r iod . Fortun e 

1~as an e ng agi ng c hara c ter, a Fore nsi c Sc ienti s t . The othe r , 

and lat er , series was about a somewhat sh ady Solicilor , who always 

managed to end up on the right side , Josh Clunk; Clunk had two 

legal as s ist a nts - one deal t with al l the right side of the cases , 

t he o th e r with the more de vio us pa rt s . Fath e r Br own, as yo 1,1 

say , wa s a G. K. Cheste r ton cha r acle r . The complete Fathe r Brown 

stori es c ont ai n some very good probl ems and solutions . Brown 

l oved usi ng paradoxes . Elga r ~fall ac e was a very proli fic wri te r, 

of both c rim e sto ri es and plays ; he als o wr ote t he " Sander s of 

the River " st ories . 
I ns pector Hanaud, cre ate d by A. E. W. Maso n, appeared i n 

I' 
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about four stor i es . lie was a Fr e nch detect i ve; the rirst, and 
p·robably the best, was "The Mur·der at the Vi lla Ros e ", a very 
good story . Freeman Wills Croft was good , but no t , I t hi nk, 
so good, as Bailey and Mason . I cannot recall much of Antony 
Berkeley's "Roger Sherringham" stories , "The Old Man i n the 
Corner" was one of two essays by Baroness Orxcy , away from t he 
" Scarlet Pimpernel" tales. She made one other essa y in detec
tive fiction, " Lady Molly of Scotland Yardll . There wer e other 
good wr i ters of detective and crime stories i n Lhe 1920 ' s - do 
you r e ca l J the advertisem e nt s for E. Phil lips Oppenheim , 1vhen 
1vi reless f irst came in: "Si. i t ch off the wirel e ss, it ' s an Oppen
heim ! ''. Lat er came the reig n of the gre a t lady writers; Dorothy 
Saye r s , Ngaio Marsh; Gladys Mitch e ll (1vho only di ed rec e ntl y ) 
and , of c ourse, Agatha Chr i st i e . 

Among boys ' papers, Sexton Blake was supreme; when Brook s 
took over Nelson Lee f rom Maxwell Scott he gradually turned the 
series f rom detect i ve f iction to another school story of the 
Hamilton type. Inc i dentally , in '' Chl1ckles" in its early, and 
best tal es, before "Prosper Howard" started the Claremon L Scho ol 
stor i es, there was a series of short stories of "F e rr e r s Lock e , 
Dete c t i ve". Certainly running i.n 19l 5 . There was a l s o the lo ng 
series of "Val Fox, Ventr i loqu i s t Detective" stor ies i n "Pu ck", 
beg i nn i ng bef ore the first World War . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SAL E: Sherlock Holmes Commentary (Dakin) sign ed and 1·Ji t h 
long dedica t i on by author; min t ; in dustwrapper; £5, plu s El 
postage. FATHER FRANCIS HERTZBERG, QUARRY BANK, 48 SHALMARSH 
ROAD, Hl GHER B'EBINCTON, WIRRAT., CHESllIRE, L63 2JZ. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Enthusiast wi sh es t o pur c has e SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY books ( 1s t 
and 2nd Ser i es). Collections or on l y a few wel comed. Best pr ices 
pa i d for book s i n good cond itio n. Postage refunded. 
TERRY BEENHAM, 20 LONGSHOTS CLOSE, BROOMfIELD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, 
CMl 5DX. TELEPHONE 0245 44 3059 (eveni ngs) . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ORIGINAL GHA's 1924/ 5 - £8 . 00 each plus postag e . 
DAWKINS, 33 IVY HOUSE PARK, HENLADE, TAUNTON, SOMERSET, 
TA3 , SllR. 
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A TALE OF nvo TIMOTHY' s By H. Heath 

In la t e 1921 , Broo ks' farnous Commu nis L Schoo l ser ies beg a n 

in Lhe Nelson Lee . TL was a long seri es, probab ly t he longest 

ever St. Frank ' s story as it ran for thi rt een weeks (N.L . Old 

Serie s 33 6 - 348) . The series was i nc lu ded in the Monster Libr a ry , 

No. 19 , and seventeen years after appearing in the Nelson Lee, 

Lhe story was published in the Schoolboys ' Own Libra r y - four 

S .O . L . s being devoLed to it , Nos . 353 , 357, 360 a nd 363 . 

Brooks gave two of t he lesser U ghts in the Remove major 

parts in this very dramaL i c series . Unacc us tomed sLar billing 

went to Timothy Armstrong and Timothy Tucker . Tucke r was the 

bet t e r known of the two , but Armstro ng be] onged to a s hadowy and 

largely insignificanL group - Doyle . Griffith, Hubbard, ClifLon 

and Simmons to name a few . 
The winter of 1921/22 saw momentous evenL s take place at 

St. Frank ' s . Due to the rascally act -ivity of the new science 

master, Mr . Hugh Trenton, Lhe Headmaster, Dr . Staffo rd is suffer

; ng from some violent fits - Trenton i.s cleverly administering 

him with a power f ul rlr ug of his own invention . As a resulL of 

the fits Dr. SLafford be have s in a brutal fashjon and some pupils 

suffer ill treatment as a cons equen ce of his temporary irrational 

state . Trenton is hoping to repla ce the Head afLer the latter's 

dismissal from the School. This is a necessary preliminary step 

by Trenton and his associates from outsjde the School , to attain 

their lo ng term objective of the indoctrination of the young . 

This is not a n iso] c1ted vent ure as we a re to] d of Headmaste rs 

at three other Schools are under attack from similar schemes , 

IL is against this backg round o( the Head ' s harsh measures 
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that the seeds of rebel lj on are sown at St. fran ks. During the 
early part of the story it is inte resting to see the steady pro
gress made by Ti mothy Armstrong as he emerges from obscurity to 
being elected the leader of the Rebels of the Remove . lt is 
oo surprise that Nipper i s firmly supported by the better known 
and more decent characters such as Watson , Tregellis-West, 
Hand fort h and Pitt , and ~hey affirm their loyalty to Dr. Stafford. 
Armstrong ' s followers are the weaker elements i n the Remove, 
and they have the douhtf ul pleasure of the s upport of the three 
cads - Fullwood (not yet reforme d ) , Gulliver and Bell. Armstrong 
is not daunte d and he goes on to prove that he has definlte quali 
ties of leadership and efficiently welds his mediocre Col l owers 
into an organised force. Timothy Tucker also has a big ro le 
to play and his contribution to the Rebel cause is ideas which 
he is not short of . IL is Tucker ' s pla n to seize a nd hold the 
Ancient House dur ing the Christmas holidays . I t is Tucker ' s 
plan to make the written demand for the Rebels to run Lhe Sc hool 
after the Ancient House had been occupied . 

Brooks through the use of the powerf ul combinal i on of 
Armstrong and Tucker rep res enting organisation and ideas respec 
tively, provided the readers of the Nelson Lee wlth an en t hrall i ng 
series . An interesting thought occurs to me regardi ng this exce l
lent story. When the four S . 0 . L.s were published beginning in 
the wi nter of 1938, there was no mention of Communism as had 
been the case in the earlier Nelson Lees . I be lieve t hat this 
change was a mistake. In any case Lhere can be no doubti11g t hat 
the titles of two of the relevant Lees, No . 343 , "The Sc hoolboy 
SovieL'', and No. 344 , "The Communist School " produce a very po1,er 
ful impact of their own . 

Although my kn owledge of the Nelson Lee L ibrary is not al] 
that comprehens :i ve, t will hazard a guess that Armstrong and 
Tucker, the two Timothy's, were never again to reach s uch heights 
of fame . The year 1925 was an important year in the history 
of St . Fra nks , Two ne1v Houses were created and the numerical 
strength of t he Remove, now toLally unwieldy was halved to consti
tute the Fourth Form. Under these new a rrangements Tucker 
remained a member of the Remove, but he was transferred rrom 
the Ancient House to the West House. Armstrong found h i mself 
i n the FourLh Form and in the East House, \,•here to begin wi tb 
he was the Junior Captain. J n this capacity he seemed to be 
a disappointment, and Bob Blythe ' s excellent Bibliography of 
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Brooks shows the Junior Capt ai n of the new East House as Lionel 

Corcoran who \,as i ntrod uce d i n to the Nelson Lee i n 1928 . 

J have not read the story where Cor co r an became the Junior 

Capta in of the East House , a House whic h (ell below the standard 

of the Ancie nt, Modern and \,1est Houses . A possible solution 

of why Armst ron g was r ep l ac ed is t ha t he mjssed the equ i vale n t 

of a Tuc ker at. his side . There was nobody i n the East House 

to pr ovide him wlth i dea s t o which he could attach his org an ising 

ability displayed so well i n th e memorable Communi s t School 

series , Yes , the two Timothy's had been a strong combination 

in the wi nt e r of 1921/ 22 when the ir sta rs had be en l n the as ce n

dency . Their cont r ibution to a powerful series had been immens e . 

Mr . Howard Baker has so far pub l ish ed t hr ee Sl. Frank's 

facsimiles . lt was good to see the inclusion in this brief Nelson 

Lee progra mme of th e fi ne "Ezra Quirke'' series from 1925 . llow

ever, I found lh e choice of the facsimile "The Bar r in g- out at 

St. Fr ank ' s " from No . 11 of the Monste r Lib rary Lo have been 

a disappointing one . In my op i nio n the Communist School seri e s 

is a much s uper io r and mor e powerful story . If there is ev er 

a fo urth St. Fr ank ' s facsimi l e , then sure l y there is a ver y suit

abl e candidate for cons id er at ion in No. 19 of the Monster Library 

e n tit le d , "Rebe J s al th e Remove" . Incide n t a lly , I ho pe Lhat 

this Monster Library publication adhered to the te x t of the Nelson 

Lee s , unlike the fo ur volumes of the Schoolboys ' Own Library 

where all r eferences to Communism had been omitted . 

The two Timothy ' s meri t a [u r the r a ppeara nc e in the new 

format cov ering a memorable seri e s . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: More Gems down Lhe yea r s ; this month back to Lhe very 

begin ning o[ the repr i nls : Nos . 118 1-83 ; 118 5 ; 1187 ; Ll89-9 1 ; 

1194; 1196 ; 1198; 1200 - 02 ; 1206; 1212 ; 1214; 1218-23; 1230 ; 1231 ; 

1235; ] 238 ; 1245 ; 125 1; 1253-55 ; 1258 ; 59 ; 1272 ; 1275 ; 1278-83 ; 

'J 

, . 

1287 ; 1291; 1295-96; 1299- 1300 ; 1303; 1307; 13)0-11 ; l31 5- 16 : 11 

80p ea ch pJ us postage . Rough copies 1330; 1227-28 ; 1224 - 25-26 ; 

1246 ; 25p eac h plus postage . Hm~ard Baker Co11ectors ' Pie No. 

2 (of Gems and Magnets) : br and new condition : £3 . 50 plus postage . 

Hardback " The WiJ l oughby Captain s " (Reed) JOp pl us pos tage . 

S . P . C. D. No. 300 (25th Birthday issue and Christmas Double 

Number): 50p plu s postage . 
Wri te ERIC FAYNE (No reply .i.f items alrea dy sol d ) 
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DO YOU REMEMBER ? 

Ko. 212 - GEMS 776 - 84 - CHRISTMAS BARRING-OUT SERIES 
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By Roger M. Jenkins 

The Indian Summer of t he Gem lasted in its full glory from 

mid 1921 t o mid 1923, and the Chri stmas Barring-out Se r i es was 

published at Lhe end of the year 1922 , undoubtedly constituti ng 

one of th e hi ghli ghts of thi s i mmense] y succe ssfu l era. It was 

also part of t hat highly sat isfy i ng t i me when t he Magnet and 

Gem of ten ran in tandem . In Mag net 776 Bunter, baulked o f an 

invitation to Mauleverer Towers , r ang up D'Arcy at St . J im ' s 

to cadge an in vitat ion to Eastwoo d House , on ly to discover tha t 

t her e was a barring - ou t at St. Jim 's , and i n a footnote the editor 

recommended Magne t re ader s to buy Gem 776. In Gem 781 , Bunt er 

actually turned up to join the reb el lion , but when he discovered 

that foo d was running sho rt he telephoned Dr . Holmes who was 

in the New House and of fe red to betray the rebe ls at a pr ic e. 

0£ co urs e , a nine- week se ries that was int e nded to cover 

Lhe Christmas holidays was a great strain on cre dibility because 

it played havoc with th e tim e sc a le . The last number of the 

se rie s was dat ed 17th February , when it was a nnounced that the 

rebe l s wer e going home for the remajnder of the holj days . The 

reprj nts in Lhe Schoolboys ' Own Library (234 & 236) made much 

better se nse, with issu es in December and January . The reprints 

were re markably f ull , with on ly one Gem (7 81) omitted : ap a r t 

f rom that , ther e was on l y one chapte r and a few paragraphs omitted 

from Lhe other eight issues , though some topical references about 

th e recent war were brought up t.o dat e . There might have been 

t wo r easo ns for the omissi on of the Bunter episo de: it was in 

t he nature of an intermission, no t par L of the de vel opi ng s jtua

tio n, and it also sh owed BunLer in a highly unpl ea sant light , 

very different from the Bunter of 1934/5 when the r eprints were 
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published . 
Th e series began on a seasonably snowy day at the end of 

term , with ~k . Ratcliff unwar ily stepping on a slide and becoming 

more than usually odious . It was well known that ln his study 

he had a hoard of quid s (golden sovereigns) and when they were 

stol en susp ici on fell on Tom Merry who had actually bumped into 

the burglar , but his story was d j sbelieved and he was sentenced 

to be expelled . With one or two e xceptions, all the juniors 

believed i n his in nocen ce a nd backed hi m up in a rebell io n . Only 

Dr . Holmes and the two housema sters remain ed at Lhe sc hool over 

Lhe h olidays, and assis tance was soughL by them f rom a troop of 

ex -sold ie rs , and Priva te Brown in parti c ular came over as a like

abl e young man wi. th a se nse o( humour . There was even some sort 

o[ bonh omie between th e rebels a nd the ex-sol diers , who wer e i nci

dentally rec e ivi ng the handsome pay of ten shillings a day . The 

plot was liv ened up by a series of moves and counter - moves, and 

t he rebels did not hav e it all their own way . A number were 

ca ptured when out forag1ng for food , and so me had to return home, 

but of course Tom Merr y was cle ared in the end . 
If there is a criticism t o be made of this se ries, it is that 

t he i dentity of the culpri t (an out sider) r emained unkno\m for 

so long an d he did not a ppear i n perso n until Gem 78 2 . When one 

co nsid ers, for exa mple, the Popp ers Island Rebellion in the MagneL, 

it is interesting to note that Fishy ' s guH t was re vealed at the 

beg innin g, and he was closely caught up with the reb ell io n himself, 

wher eas in thi s Gem series the ] i nk between t he rebel s a nd the 

c ulprit was very tenuous . Despi te Lhis, i t ws a highly e nt ertain

ing series, and when it was published it was Charl e s Hamilton ' s 

long e st an d most s uccessful rebellion so fa r . Certainl y , it was 

never surpass ed ln t he Gem. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
RON GARDNER writes : In Halli well ' s Filmgo er' s Companion I came 

a c ross this : "Coming Thru th e Rye" (G .B. J924). directed by 

Cecil Hepworth, st arred Alma Taylor and James Carew . Miss Taylor 

had sta r red with Stewart Rome i n an earlie r version in 1916 . 

I r emember the film and book bein g mentioned i n o recent C. D. 
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REGINALD TABLOT - THE TOFF! 

(We have had several requests for a reprinting of No. 1 in our 
"Let's Be Controversial" series . So here it is - the first es say 
in the series from nearly 30 years ago . ) 

No. 1. REGINALD TALBOT, t he Toff 

Reginald Talbot Wilmot, was his correct name, though t hat 
fact see ms to have been lost i n the mists of time . The re can 
be little doubt that the first stories of "The Toff " caused so me
thing of a se ns ation j n Lheir day . Is it poss i ble that Talbot 
suffered from his popularity? The first two series about him 
were absolutely first-class, and 1 seeki ng to cash in on the demand 
for Talbot yarns, could it be that the Editor lost his sense 
of proportion? 

For a year or two there was a glut of tales of the schoo lboy 
cracksma n, and , even if they became monotono us to some, t hose 
by th e genuine Martin CJ if ford were excellent. Unfortunately, 
as time passed, the substitute writers too k a hand, and a succes
sio n of hackneyed stories, often oozi ng sentiment , was the result. 
It was hard on Talbot, who had many ad mire r s , and who, qu ite 
apart from the "Toff'' business , was part of the backbone of St. 
,Jim ' s. 

It is interesting to muse on the wis dom of editorial policy 
- and, j ncidentally Lhat of the author - over Talbot . That he 
was a great favourite is certain, but, if it is poss i ble to g l ean 
a few fragments of tr uth from the amazing "Edi tor's Chats" of 
the peh.od , it ts equally certain that there was a large anti
Talbot group of readers . 

By 1916 the Gem was losing ground to the Magnet - is it 
possible that the defection of an anti-Talbot group may have 
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played its pa rt? 
Prob ably , fifteen ye ars later, Talb ot would have starred 

for a t ime and then dropped out, in the way that Dick Lancaster , 
another schoolboy cr acks man , did in th e Magnet. There was a 
natural finish to the Talbot story i n "Th e Hous ernaste r' s Home
co min g", but Ta lb ot remained to ha ve his murky past re - hash ed 
ti me and tim e again . 

Personally, I am ver y 
sk ilf ully etched charac ter , 
loyal friend to Tom Merry . 
a poorer place wi thout him, 
se ries i n whi ch he featured . 

f ond of Talbot . I regard 
rather old beyo nd his years 
I feel t hat St . Jim ' s would 

and I remem ber with pleasure 

him as a 
- a fine 
have been 
the early 

But I also £eel , with the often-recurring stories based on 
t he same ol d plot, we have an example of a theme being ov er played . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

FROM BROWN TO BUNTER P. W. Musgrave 
(Routledge: £12 . 95) 

I find th is book very well wri ten . The wor k of an Academic ( the author is 
Professor of F.ducatio n in Australia) , he t ends , like rrost academics and sane 
critics t o be too facile an d easy - going in his corrments on Charles Hamilt on ' s 
writings. He c l asses Hamilton under a section "Standardisat i on" wi t.b a slightly 
condescending a.ir . Nobody s houl d expec t an author who wri tes week l y for boys ' 
papers for over 30 years to wri te a masterp i ece every time as 'those who canpose 
a work "on ce off '' do . It i s the cumul at i ve effect over all th ese years which 
is importan t . 

Anothe r c lue to the author ' s outloo k is that he c lasses the Gem and Magnet 
among the "bl oods " in s te ad of r e ferring t o them as no:anal sc hoo lboys ' story -pa pers 
of hi ghe st quality prod uced emi ne ntl y for the i r purpose - to entertain boys . 

He i s again slightly easy-going in discuss i ng the g i rls ' _papers and books , 
devot i ng on l y a sho rt p-3.ragraph to t his t opic. 

However, the rest of the took is very inte resting . He takes th e wain books 
f ran the earlie st times of thi s ge nr e to the 30 ' s , descr ibing each in fair detail. 
su ch works as "Tom Brown ' s Schooldays ( Thanas Hughes) , "Er ic " (Farrar) , and the. 
works of Talbot Baines Reed are de scribed in detail , adding t.he rrore cynical wor k 
of "Stalky and Co. " (Kip lin g) , and t he l yrical and somewhat s en time nt al "Good
bye Mr . Chips" (Hilton) , and books written fo r adults like "Vi ce Versa" (Ans t ey) 
and "The Locim of Youth " (Al ec Waugh, bro ther of Evelyn). 

r think that all hobbyists who are admirers of Char les Hamil to n s hould study 
this book . By the way, a l tho ugh _papers s uch as "Wizard " an d "Hotsp ur '' ar e 
ment i oned , I can find no refere nce to Nel,son Lee or E. S . Brooks . 

N, M. KADI SH 
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TEA IN THE STUDY By Bob Whiter 

The Famous Five came up the Remove staircase in a ruddy, cheery crowd. 
Tea in the stud ,y was the next item on the progranme and all of them were ready 
for it - (Magnet l,1 17, July 13th, 1929) , 

Some of the happiest moments of Schoolboy Harnilton ia must 
su r ely have taken pla ce during : "tea in the study ". When funds 
were low, of course 1 the chums of Greyfriars, St . Jim's and Rook
wood, or for that matter any of our favo urite author's Schools, 
had to put up with 'doorst eps and dishwater' in the Hall! But 
if Gussy had received a "fivah" fro m his "governah" or Wharton's 
uncle had sent him a remittance - tea in the study was the order 
of the day . The same thing would apply if on e of the other mem
bers of Lhe Famous Fi ve had received money from home: 

Cheery voices fr om Study No. 13 announced where the Famous Five were. 'I'he 
Co. were t eaing in Bob Cherry ' s Study (Magnet 1441 , Sept . 28th , 1935 ). 

0£ course we musn't fmrget the invitations from Lord 
Mauleverer or when the Famous Five were on good terms with th e 
Bounder, then either of those particular studies would be "unto 
a land flowing ~.ith milk and honey" . Sometimes when Tom Merr y 
and Co . would tea \\ri.t h the in habitants of Study No. 6 of the 
Fo urth Form to celebrate something spec ia l, more juniors would 
be i nvited t han the Study would hold . Then we would see boys 
sitting ou tside in the passagei the more fortu nat e ones inside 
passing out goodies to those outside . Sometime s during transit, 
dr .inks , etc . , would be spilt on the heads of the unfortunate 
boys i n between. But it would a11 be part of the fun and the 
game! When l fi rst came to fo'isher T. Fish' s country one of the 
numerous things I missed were our Bril is h "sa sses" and I think 
one of t he reasons of my Jove for these ''bags of mystery'' are 
t he frequent allusions to them at tea time in the companion 
papers . Thank goodness a Britis h butcher now makes t hem in L.A. 
a nd even now, generall y on a Sunday whilst co oking them in the 
frying pan, my thoughts almost i nvariably turn to the stor ies . 
Great stories were written around "tea in the st udy" both in 
Summer and Winter, not f org e tt ing Spri.ng or Autumn, but whereas 
the othe r seasons ha d the ir c harms, I think my own favourite 
was \vint er . 

November dusk and mist l ay on the quad.rang.le ; but in Study No. 1 all was 
bright and cosy , The fire crackled in the grate ; the table gleamed with an 
unu sually imposing array of crockery - borrowed up and down the Remove passage 
(Magnet 1447, Nov . 9th , 1985). 
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I rememb e r when a boy , my mother used to allow me to hav e 

a fire in my room and have my Magnet and Gem loving friends ro und . 

Toast impa led on a to astin g fork and the kettle sin ging away 

on the t ri vet , we would eagerly discuss the l atest e pisod es i n 

th e Hamil ton sto ri es . 

Stephen Price of the Fifth Form car.e up the Reioove passage aoo looked into 

St udy No . 1. Harry Wharto n and Fr ank Nugent were the r e . It was nearly tea time , 

and Frank , wi th a ruddy face, was making toast at the Stud y fi re, while Wharton 

was sorting out crocks fran the cupboard (Magnet 1449, Nov . 23rd , 1935) . 

In the l s t Harry Wharton ' s Do\vnfall ser ies th e final reco n

ciliatio n was made i n Study No. 1 . lJhile Frank Nugen t was br ing 

i ng in the rest of Co. , Wharton went downstairs to fetch the 

s upp lies for t ea in the Study . 

" In that study a merry party chatted amicably , carefully av oiding a ll :natters 

of offence '' (Magnet 888 , February 14th, 1925) , 

St udy fee ds were ofte n the prelude t o the brea kin g up of 

the mor row, a nd was th ere an y better way to prep are us fo r a 

wonderful Xmas adven tur e? 

The three Fif th Formers , in Study No . 8 at Qakshott , were taking it easy 

a fte r tea , and nobody felt di sposed to move . I t was dim and dusky i n the St udy . 

The December darkness had fallen on the School , The Winter wind , whistling from 

the Sussex downs , pattered snowflakes on the window-panes . The Study fir e burned 

with a rudd y gl0',1 , gleaming on the faces of th e three. fellows sitt in g roun d the 

f ire , casti ng strange ligh ts and shadows (Modern Boy 462 , Dec . 1936, The Moat 

House Series , Len Lex the Schoolboy Det ect:ive} . 

Who doesn ' t want to rea d on - afler sampling " tea i.n the 

study"? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Funny Wonder Comic s, 
HARRY MARRIOTT, 27 GREENVIEW 
TELEPHONE (0604) 711874 . 

Wizards , Hotspurs, Mag ne ts , etc . 
DRIVE, LINKS VIEW, NORTHAMPTON, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Howard Baker 
Wharton Lodge". Also 
Christm a s ". H. WEBB, 
SUFFOLK, IP2 9YT. 

Facsimile - Vol. No. 8 "The Mystery of 
Cassell Hardback " Billy Bunter Comes for 

74 WllITLAND CLOSE, STOKE PARK, IPSWICH, 



The Bound of the 
Haskervilles ! 

:\n o1her Grand S1ory dealing w i1t1 
the Ama z.inl). Adventure s ol 
HERLOCK SHOLMES, Detective . 

~no 
"So that is the celeb rated Bound 

of the Ha sk erv ill es !" sa i d Herl ock 
Sholme s thougbL fully . 

We ar r i ved at Haskervi ll e Park , 
and my fr i end had proce eded at once 
to the s cene of the supposed suicide 
of th e ba ro net . Fol lowing the tracks 
i.n the grassy sward , whi ch had not 
been dis turbe d , we had arrived at 
the bor der of th e yawning abyss . 

Sholmes stood r egardin g it 
thoug htfu lly . 1 wat ched , in wonde r, 
strivi ng to guess th e thou ghts that 
were passing in that sub tle bra in . 
fie had stopped fo r a few minute s 
i n the house t o use the te l ephone . 
Why? I could not guess . Now we 
were upon the scene of the disap pear
ance . Three weeks had passed sin ce 
Sir Huckabac k had reached that fatal 
verge . What did Sholme s hope to 
disoove r there ? 

He turne d to me at l ast with 
his ins crutabl a smile , 

"Do you feel in clined for a 
stroll , Jotson?" he as ked . 

"Anything you like , Sholmes ." 
''Come, then . " 
We started off aJ.ong th e edge 

of t he abyss . A quarter of a mil e ' s 
walk brought us to the end , and we 
w~lked rou nd it , and along the othe r 
s id e . Sholmes took a pair of i;ower 
fu l gla sse s from his pocke t , and 
sc anned th e smil in g coun tr ys i de . 
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In t he d ist ance t he smoke of a cott age 
ro se above the trees . 

He sta rt ed off again, and I 
f ol l owed him i n wonder . When we 
r eac hed t he cottage it was easy to 
learn t hat th e occupant was at a 
meal , fo r a strong sce nt of fryin g 
fi sh came fro m the ope n wi nd ow. 

Sho lmes knocked a t the door . 
"I t was opened by a man i n roug h 

a tt ire , wearing very l arge , heavy 
boo t s . He l ooked suspiciously at 
Sh ol mes . 

"What ' s wanted?" he asked gruffl y . 
Sholmes smiled . 
"You are Si r Huckaba ck Haske r 

vUle? " he replie d tranquilly . 
The man stagger ed back . 
I could not repress a cry of 

astonis hment . 
' 'Sholmes!" 
"It is f a lse!" exl a imed the 

cott ag er . "Sir Huckaback Hask ervil le 
i s dead . " 

"My dear Si r Huckabac k", said 
Sholme s quietly , "it is use l ess to 
deny your iden ti ty . But I have come 
as a friend , not as an enemy . Hex 
ladyshi_p has repented . She co nf esses 
her f ault . In fut ure , I am assured , 
she will u tter not a sin gl e word 
t hat could wound your fee.lings upon 
th e sub je c t of bloater s . Sir Hucka 
back , be generous . Ret urn to her 
ladyship , and relieve her breaking 
heart ." 

He waver ed . 
"Care ! " said Sho l mes , with a 

smile . And , after a br ief hes i ta 
tion , the baro net ass en ted . 

"Sholmes , I am on tente rhook s !" 
I exc l aimed , as the express bo r e 
us Londonwar ds . "You asto ni sh me 
an ew e very day . But t h is-- - " 

He l aughed as he li ghted a coup le 
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of cigarettes . 
"The fact is , Jots on , I am 

plea sed myself ", he said . "Yet i t 
was very simple. " 

"But the police - --" 
He shrugged bis shoulders . 
"The police knew that old story 

of the Bound of the Haskervilles ", 
he said . "Yet they never thought 
of the obvious dedu ction . The baronet 
had determined t o di sap pear . By 
leaving the unmistakable track of 
number eleven boo ts to the verge 
of the chasm he ga ve the desir ed 
impre ssion. A certai n an cestor o f 
Si r Huckaba ck originated the tradition 
of the Bound of the Haskervi ll es 
by clearning that chasm at a single 
jump . Why should not that trait 
have de scended to the pre sent baronet? 
That was the theory I work ed upon , 
Jotson . I was perfectly prepared 
to find that , instead of having fallen 
into the abys s, Sir Huckaback had 

repe ated the perfonnance of his ance s
t or by c lear ing it . Consequently , 
I searched f or him on the other si de . 

"Wonderf ul ! " 
Sholroe s smiled . 
" I wish ed to a sc ertain , Jo tson , 

whether Sir Huckaback had ever shown 
any trace of inheriting the pecu liar 
boun ding po,,ier s of his ancestor . 
I called up his college at Ox£ord. 
I n five minu tes r had learned all 
I wished to know. Sir Huckaback ' s 
reputation , in his college days , 
was that of the biggest bounder at 
Oxf ord . Have you an y cocaine abo ut 
you , Jotso n? Thanks !" 

And Herlock Sholme s remained 
in a canatose condition till we 
arrived at Shaker Str ee t . 

TB E E N D 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEWS OF THE OLD BOYS BOOK CLUBS 

I 

MIDLAND 

Bad weather a nd a fore ca st of worse t o come cut down the 

attendance to 7 members at our January meeting. The heroes and 

heroi nes turn e d out on such a night . 
Tom Porter , o ur chairm an, went i n to hospital the sa me day 

as t he meeti ng . As Shakespeare says , "Thus bad begi ns, but wors e 

remain s behind ." Joan Golen had a frozen shoulder . 
The meetin g was enjoyable enough in a quiet way , but lacked 

.. 
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atmosphere. Your correspondent was forced to take the chair 
again . Refreshments were provided by Iva n Webster and Betty 
Hopton . 

There were 011ly two it ems - a qui z by yo ur correspondent 
and an exce l lent rea ding by Ivan Webster on th e subject of Prout's 
.Blac k Eye. 

The quiz extended members, wit h Ivan Webster the winner . 
He earned a Re d facsimile Magne t as a pri ze . 

We closed the meeting at 9 - a haH -h our early, but wit h 
trains and bus es to catch it was inevitable . 

NORTHERN 
Meeting held o n Saturday, 8th February, 1986 

Chairman Keith Smith welcomed 10 people prese nt on a wintry 
evening . We were pleased to have with us David and Elfreda 
Bradley making their first visit to us . David is a keen reader 
and collector of William and Biggles and his ,,ife follows the 
Bunter stories . 

Men Lion was made that Howard Baker would soon be produci ng 
the 100th volume in t he "Magne t" series - although this number 
had already been well exceed ed with the i nclusion of the limited 
edit ion Greyfriars Book Cl ub volumes. 

Keith and Darrell al their stall at the Manchester Book 
Fair , ha d approached a number of c ustomers with the s uggest Lon 
that a meeting of hobby fans be set up in Mancbester and it was 
hoped that something co uld be planned in the near f u t ur e . 

The latest book on radio by Denis GHford was on show -
a splendid production. 

"Post War Hamilton " was the theme of a presentation by 
Darrell. After the demise or the "Gem" an d "Magne t" Frank 
Ri chards was at a l oose end and obvious ly, must have felt. the 
pi nch a little when his income fell dramatically. "The Letters 
of Frank Richards '' - a compilation of some o[ the i nteresting 
letters from our author , published in book form some years ago 
by our editor - was a marvellous so u rce of information re . the 
attitude of Frank R:ichards during those lean years . As time 
went by , more and more publications came out featuring the works 
of C. H. Sample copies of such iLems like "Pie" magazine fea tur e 
Carcroft stories , the "Sparshott " "Mascot Schoolboy " "Mascot 
Schoolgirl " series, as well as "Head la nd House" items, "The Lone 
Texam" and the "Ja ck Nobody" books were avai labl e t o illustrate 
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the talk . An interesting observaLion was made t hat Fr a nk Ric hards 
in dicated in his letters th at five books in t he "Jack" series 
were wri tt en , yet only th re e were published. By 196 1, Frank 
Ri c hards was working up to his ful1 capacity agajn , his stories 
bei ng in demand - as well as pr e pari ng scripts [or th e Bunter 
t. v . series a nd wri ting articles a nd short stories for va r io us 
a nnu al s . 

Peter Plowman was than ke d for his provisio n of t he refresh -
ments as a donation . 

To concl ude, Geoffrey r ead an excerpt Crom the S.O.L. Rebel 
of the Remove s eri es . A reading t hat as always , j s appreciaLed 
by our members. 

Our ne xt meeting is on 8th Marc h. 
JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

CAMBRIDGE O. B. B.C. 

The Cambridge Cl ub met at the home of Bill Thu rbon on Sunday , 
2n d Fe bruary, 1986 . 

The attenda nce was r ather small, owing to illness , and the 
bad weather conditions pr eventin g several members from maki ng 
t he journey . 

I n the absence of the chairman , Edward Witten was in the 
chai r. 

Bi ll Thurbo n spoke about t he borro wing of plots and inci dents 
by writers for boys ' papers and magazines , in the ear l y yea rs 
of t he ce nt ury . He recalle<l Cecil Hayte r ' s Sexton Blake sLor i es 
in the Union Jac k Library ab ouL t he Zulu Chief , Lobang u , a nd 
Sir Richard Loosely, and his sto ri es i n "Pluc k" and the Boys ' 
Friend Library abou t Craw le y Ste rn and M' Wama. He recalled a 
comment he had made in the Di gest Annual in the 1950 ' s t ha t Hayter 
ha d based Loosely and Lobang u on Sir He nry Curti s and Umslopogaas , 
but when Rex Ha rdin g too k over Loosely and Lobangu were more 
J ik e " Sanders of the Ri ver " and "Bosa rnbo" . A view endorsed by 
Har r y Homer . Bill then ref erred to Ri de r Haggard' s story , "Queen 
Sheba's Ring ", p.ublished -Ln 1908 ; in 1915 Reginald Wray ha d writ 
ten a st ory "Phantom Gold'' which s howed many resemblances to 
Haggard ' s novel . He produce d, and gave to the Club Library the 
volume o f ''Chuck l es" in which the story was pu blished . Next 
he dr e w attentio n to arg uments that Conan Doyle had modelled 
his " Professor Challe nger " in "Tl1e Lost World " on Haggard ' s 
"Prof e ssor Higgs" in Queen Sheba ' s Ri ng . In 1912 "Th e Lost World " 
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was base d on the dis c ov ery i n South Ameri ca of a Lost World on 
a high plateau in whic h were found prehistor ic men a nd anima ls . 
Reginald W·ray had wr i.t te n a "lost world" sto ry i n th e Boys ' Friend 
1vhich used the dev i c e of a "los t ~vorld", but a n unde rg r ound one . 
Bill als o produced a copy of the Union J a ck (No . 504) which he 
had bou ght on a scho ol half holiday i n ,fune 1913 . 

After enjoy in g Mrs . Thurbon' s tea the meeting re sumed a nd 
Edward produced one of his celebrat ed music ha ll quizzes ; Keith 
proved winner with 11 ou t or 20 answe r s . 

LONDON 

The in clement wintry wealhe r di d no t preven t a goo d atten 
dan ce at t he thirty - ei ght h Annu al Gener al Meet ing o[ the club. 
The r etiring chairman , Mark Jarvis expressed a he arty welcome 
to all present. The e le c t io n o[ office rs for 1986 took place. 
There was only one nomi nation for chairman , this be i ng Don 
Webster. Thus he was electe d unapposed . The res t of the retir 
Lng officers wer e re-e lected e n bloc. 

The memory lane read i ng was taken f rom newsl ett er 214, 
Sept ember 1970 . It was re a d by Bill Bradford . 

Mark Jarv i s read a v ery fine eff us io n that Leslie Bowley 
had written entit led "The Last Assembly" . 

Myra Stewart 's Members ' N8mes Anagra m Quiz resulted in a 
tri ple ti e, Bill and Thelma Br a dfo rd toge ther with Chris Harper. 
Prizes were awar ded to them by Ala n Stewart. Tommy Keen read 
a chapter that to ld of the arriva l of Jemima Cars t airs at Morcove . 

Votes of th a nks were accorded to Bill and Thelma for hosting 
the mee ting and to Ann Clarke for helping to wash up the di shes . 

Next meeting will be at the Eali ng ve nue and t hose who intend 
to be present , kindly bri ng own comestHles . Ther e will be a 
c hip in for co st of win e , t he occa sion to cel ebrate will be t he 
400t h issu e of the cl ub's newslett er . The dat e is Sunday , 9th 
March. 

BEN WHITER 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: S . 0 .L. ' s; es pecially Nos . 280, 283, 260, 298. Any 
con ditio n. MRS. R. KEOGH, 78 GREENVALE ROAD, ELTHAM, LONDON, 
SE9 lPD . 
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THE POSTMAN CALLED 

MRS. MARY CADOGAN (Bromley): Cli.ff House seems to be at ·tr acti ng 

a lot of interest from C.D . re aders lately, and you ask in the 

January issue whether Peter Hazeldene and the Bunter boys were 

eve r mentioned in the School Friend stories after Hamilto n stopped 

writing the se . I n some early tal es, Bessie very occasionally 

mentioned Billy, either by name or as her ' br other at Greyfriars ', 

but soon even this kind of reference disappeared . I cannol remem

ber any holiday stories at the Hazeldene home - and Marjorie ' s 

family seemed to be put on re cord occasionally as being not too 

affluent. (At one time her father was supposed to be a minister 

of the Church: what a bitter pill his son ' s behaviour must have 

been to swallow !). 
The boys in Marjorie ' s life in the girls ' papers were cousins 

(Ralp h Lawrence , for ex ample) rather than brothers . However, 

I think in the 1930s an eld er br ot her (certainly NOT cal led Peter) 

c roppe d up occas i onally , and at one time she may have had a much 

yo unger brother. Her family background was subjected to one 

or two c hang es , according to the storyltnes of differenl authors . 

The rep lies of ' Hild a Richards ' to readers ' Jetters were 

publis hed during the '3 0s, and it was obvious , by inference , 

th at girls kept asking about Bessje ' s and Marjorie ' s brothers, 

an d Greyfr i ars (encounLered by them, presu mably, in the Magnel), 

because ' Jlilda' would frequently write, somewhat crypticallyJ 

' I will not be featuring the boy (or the school) that you mention 

in fut ure stories '. Once or twice 'she ' co mmited her self further 

to comment that , yes, Bessie or Marjorie had a brot her at a nearby 

school . Possibly Greyfriars was , on rare occasions, given a 

mention . Incidentally the Cliff llouse saga created not one but 

two long-standing boys ' public sc hools which must have been 

within close reach o( Greyfriars . These were Lanchester College 

(with Jack Tollhurst & Co . ) in the l 920s , and Fria rdale School 
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(featuring J immy Richmond & Co. ) i n the ' 30s. 

BILL LOFTS (London): My talk at Cambridge was on 'Film Fun ' 
though 1 did i ncJ ud e a few anecdotes on Radio Fun concerning 
Arthur Askey . Someone ha ving to make quick notes could have 
easily mixed the two papers up , more so if th.ey were not familiar 
with the subject. 

Certainly I have always been aware tha t the big hearted 
comedian never appeared in Film Fun - though he certainly had 
far more qualificat i ons to do so, t han several other comedians 
who appeared there , being the star role in many films . The new 
book just iss ued on the whole history of Film Fun 1920 - 1962 
(Clarke's New Press) was co -operat ed by me a great deal - when 
my name is i ncl ud ed with other old A.P. executives in the 
acknowledgements. 

J. A . C. BRIDGWATE (Christchurch) : Regarding your query in the 
Notes on Danny's Diary about the Nelson Lee story in the Boys' 
Friend Library, "The Fak ir's Secret", this story first appeared 
in the Nugget Weekly as a Sexton Blake story. It was as a ser ial 
from No. 9 of ll/9 / 1920 to No. 20 o f 27 / .l 1 /1920 . No author' s 
name was given . A competition was run in connection with the 
s erial, a two-guinea pr i ze being offered to the reader who could 
co rrectly a nswer 3 quest i ons on the tale . 

Incidentally, while Sexton Blake was probing the Fak ir's 
Secret, Nelson Lee was also appea ring in the Nugget, battling 
against Professor Zingrave a.nd the Green Triangle. Now the Nugget 
Weekly supe rceded the Detective Library which featured Sexton 
Blake, and H. W. Twyman did write one Blake story for the Detec
ti ve Lib rary, so "The l?akir 's Secret " could be a Twyman original 
"d eBlaken is ed" by Twyman himself, but why go to the trouble o[ 

replacing Blake and Tink er for the reprint? It makes it even 
more curious (as you suggested) when it could have been reprinted 
witho ut alterat i on as a Blake story as it was originally . Perhaps 
some other reader can add further i nformation . 

ESMOND KADISH (Rendon): Your co mments on Miss Bessie Bunter 
seem to have aro used some interest - which is very pleasing! 

I t should never be fo rgotten - how could it? - that Hamilton 
created the origi nal Cliff House characters and ce rtain ly wroLe 
the first four tales i n t he 1919 SCHOOL FRIEND. He was, of course, 
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still wri ti ng about them i n the l 949 Ski l to n boo k, " Bessie Bunt er 

of Cliff House School ", so me thirty yea r s later . To th is exte nt , 

h is versi on of Cliff House may be said to hav e ou t last ed those 

of th e su b- wri t ers : - Hor ac e Phillips, L. E. Ranso me, and J ohn 

Wheway. On t he ot her hand in wr iting the long Cliff House sLo rie s 

for th e SCHOOL FRIEND and the SCHOOLGIRL, be t ween 1919 and 1940, 

it was re ally th e se gen Ll emen who shaped , form ed, and dev e l oped 

the Cli f f House saga - doing far more, in fact, tha n the wr iters 

who contributed the occa si ona l Greyf ri ars an d SL. Jim's yarn 

for the MAGNET and GEM. I bought the Skilton "Bessie Bunter" 

book, when it was first pub lis hed, and enjoyed it - I still do ! 

- but Hamilton's Cliff House characters remain as they were in 

the ori gin al fo ur s tor i es - ine vit a bly so , as Hamil to n wasn ' t 

permitted to carry on . It is , in fact, a Cl i ff House tale written 

for th e MAGNET rath er than t he SCROOL ~RTEND or SCHOOLGIRL, and , 

obviously , Hamilton musL still have had an affection f or his 

schoolgj rl characters , or he would not have written the book . 

As I ' ve wr itte n elsewhere , my personal preference amongst Ha mll

ton ' s Cliff House s uccesso r s is for Joh n Wheway , and his stories 

in t he SCHOOLGIRL. Mary Cadogan ' s re mark in th e Annual t ha t 

Wheway a dmire d Ransome ' s abilit ies in humorou s writing and that 

Ranso me thought that Wheway ' s Cliff Hous e st ori.es were "s uperio r" 

to his own s ee ms particularly apt . 

I can fu lly ap pr eciate Hami)to n' s fee lin gs when his Cliff 

House tales were taken over by ot her wr ite rs - it must be a bit 

like havin g one 's c hild r en fo r cibly adopte d by someone e lse to 

an author! Nevertheless, I ' ve always Cel t it to be not on] y 

a great pity , bu t also a mistake , on the pa rt of whoever was 

responsible, to ban th e ap pe aran c e of Grey f ri ars i n t he Cliff 

Hous e tales in the SCHOOL FIRNED or SCHOOLGIRL. So far from 

distracting r ea der s from the MAGNET, the occasional reference 

to t he Greyfriars characte r s would probably have stimulated int e r

est in th at pa per . 'The i nter est was already t her e Ln readers 

of the girls' papers . Thus , in a 1932 iss ue of th e SCHOOLGIRL, 

(No. 159 ) , "Miss Richards" - presumably John Wheway - replies 

to a re ad er ' s query :- " Yes , Bessie a nd Marjo r ie each have a 

brother a t the school you mention", and adds , somewhat wistful] y , 

" but I doubt if t hey will be ap pe ari ng in our sto r ies ". ( How 

true ! ) Othe r replies to reader s include :- " Yes , Billy Bunter 

is Bess ie' s br ot her" and "No J ' m no re l ati on t o the per son you 

ment i on " - the la tter , an obvious ref er enc e to Fr ank Richards. 
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It all seems a t rifle silly and unnec es sary ! I n th e SCHOOL FRIEND, 
too , apart fro m early issues, Nos . 9 , 11 and 14, i n which Bi lly 
Bunter, Bob Cherry, and Peter Haseldene are mentioned - I've 
already re ferred to this in a previous artic le - there is little 
or no reference to Greyfriars i n the papers ten years' run . 
At le ast, I haven't co me across any so far! 

MISS EVELYN FLINDERS (Hi tch i n) : I have just re ad your "Parodi ed 
Detectives" i n t he new C.D . There are s e veral of t he m I 've neve r 
heard of . I remember an American calle d Staff who had a ver y 
nice detective doctor who had some exciting adven tu res with his 
little daughter. I don ' t suppose th i s wi ll help you much, bu t 
I know a l ot more about H. C. Bai ley's Regi nald For t une. 

He was a lovely character , attached to t he CID - "A genia l 
humorous surgeon who , acco rdin g t o an America n exp e rt, of all 
detectives comes nearest to t he dreams of all good detec ti ve 
story reade r s" . Fi rst sto ry about 1927. I t hi nk a ll , or nearly 
all are short stories, abou t 6 to a volume . I have f our books 
- two of them paperbacks. It ' s years since I read t hem. Now 
I must read t hem again. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
YOU NEVER READ THESE STORIES - No. 1 The Magnet By W. O.G. L.of ts 

I suppose almost every co llect or by now, knows that the 
last issue of The Magnet 1683 en titled ' The Shadow of the Sack' 
contained an advert for 'The Battle of the Beaks ' - nex t weeks 
story that did no t appear. Probably also the kee n Grey f riars 
reader was aware tha t this was the first yarn of Harry Wharton 
in Trouble . Maybe eve n what woul d hav e been the t hi r d Harry 
Wharton Rebe l series . 

Over the years , th is subject has be en a matt er of great 
i nterest and conjecture, as well as c ontrov ersy. Some write rs 
hav e even put pen to pa pe r describing their fee lings, when their 
ne wsagent told them to t he effe ct on that fate ful day in May 
1940, that this was the last copy of The Magnet . Usua lly walking 
away crestalle n knowing that t he y had lost personal fr ie nds i n 
the schoo l of Gre yfriars. 

Accordin g to an old Amalgamated Press sto ck book that I 
have see ne - ' The Battle of t he Beaks ' , would have been f o 1 l owed 
by such other tit l e s as ' Band y Bunter' ( ed itori a lly crossed out 
and 'The Meddler ' s ubs ti tuted) 'What Happened to Hack e r' , and 
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'The Hidden Hand' . Al l curiously completed in short instalments 
t hat was unusual for Frank Richards at that period, which also 
suggests that the tales may have been intended to be published 
i n The Knockout Comic. 

Well apart from the Magnet, a number of other papers at 
this period finished abruptly. Apart from comic papers one could 
add the counterpart of Greyfr iars and The Magnet , Cliff House 
and The Schoolgirl - that had next weeks story advertised . Then 
one can add both their Libraries . The Schoolboys' Own Library , 
and The Schoolgirls' Own Librar y . Those two excellent detective 
story papers The Thriller, and Detective Weekly. All of these 
(excepting the Libraries) were reputed to have had l arger circula
tions than The Magnet. So it is strange that with the exception 
of The Schoolboys ' Own Library, I have yet to hear of any tollec
tor complaining about the advertised stories that never appeared . 
A big differ ence of course , was that to the best of my knowledge 
stories in these publications were usua lly complete. This is 
vastly difere nt than being left i n mid - air and held i n s uspense 
over a series. I n the next few articles I hope to reveal some 
of these missing stories in other publicatio ns - starting with 
the female counterpa rt of Greyfriars - Cliff House. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
POINTS FROM THE POST 

J . E.M . writes: 
The old detective stories don't seem to have the unflagging 

support enjoyed by the school sagas which, perhaps, gi ves a 
special meaning to the motto of the O.B.B .C. ! Inevitably, I 
suppose, responses to the ol d story-papers will change as time 
goes by . 

For my own part, Danny's Diary and The Editorial by them 
selves will always be enough to make the arrival of C.D. one of 
the most exciting events of the month . Special gratitude and 
pra is e, though, to Mr. Jenkins' excell ent se r ies and the \v .0. G. 
Lofts f or his tireless research. 

In the January issue I also enj oyed Tommy Keen ' s piece on 
School Friend and had a chuckle at M. R. Thompson's delightful 
fant as y on Coker and Co. 

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, 113 Crookhain Rd . , Crook:ham, Nr. Aldershot, Rants. 
Litho duplicat i ng by York Dupli cating Servic es , 53 Low Pete r gate, York, YOl 2HT. 


